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NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on May 9.

Message to the Senate Transmitting
the Lithuania-United States
Extradition Treaty
May 6, 2002

To the Senate of the United States:
With a view to receiving the advice and

consent of the Senate to ratification, I trans-
mit herewith the Extradition Treaty Between
the Government of the United States of
America and the Government of the Repub-
lic of Lithuania, signed at Vilnius on October
23, 2001.

In addition, I transmit for the information
of the Senate, the report of the Department
of State with respect to the Treaty. As the
report explains, the Treaty will not require
implementing legislation.

The provisions in this Treaty follow gen-
erally the form and content of modern extra-
dition treaties recently concluded by the
United States and will replace the Extra-
dition Treaty of April 9, 1924, between the
two countries and the Supplementary Extra-
dition Treaty of May 17, 1934. In conjunction
with the new U.S.-Lithuania Mutual Legal
Assistance Treaty that took effect in 1999,
the Treaty will, upon entry into force, en-
hance cooperation between the law enforce-
ment communities of the two countries. It
will thereby make a significant contribution
to international law enforcement efforts
against serious offenses, including terrorism,
organized crime, and drug-trafficking of-
fenses.

I recommend that the Senate give early
and favorable consideration to the Treaty and
give its advice and consent to ratification.

George W. Bush

The White House,
May 6, 2002.

NOTE: This message was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on May 7.

Message to the Senate Transmitting
the Stockholm Convention on
Persistent Organic Pollutants

May 6, 2002

To the Senate of the United States:
With a view to receiving the advice and

consent of the Senate to ratification, I trans-
mit herewith the Stockholm Convention on
Persistent Organic Pollutants, with Annexes,
done at Stockholm, May 22–23, 2001. The
report of the Secretary of State is also en-
closed for the information of the Senate.

The Convention, which was negotiated
under the auspices of the United Nations En-
vironment Program with the leadership and
active participation of the United States,
commits Parties to take significant steps,
similar to those already taken by the United
States, to eliminate or restrict the produc-
tion, use, and/or release of 12 specified per-
sistent organic pollutants (POPs). When I an-
nounced that the United States would sign
the Convention, I noted that POPs chemi-
cals, even when released abroad, can harm
human health and the environment in the
United States. The Convention obligates Par-
ties to take measures to eliminate or restrict
the production, use, and trade of inten-
tionally produced POPs, to develop action
plans to address the release of unintention-
ally produced POPs, and to use best available
techniques to reduce emissions from certain
new sources of unintentionally produced
POPs. It also includes obligations on the
treatment of POPs stockpiles and wastes, as
well as a science-based procedure to add new
chemicals that meet defined criteria.

The United States, with the assistance and
cooperation of nongovernmental organiza-
tions and industry, plays an important inter-
national leadership role in the safe manage-
ment of hazardous chemicals and pesticides.
This Convention, which will bring over time,
an end to the production and use of certain
of these toxic chemicals beyond our borders,
will positively affect the U.S. environment
and public health. All relevant Federal agen-
cies support early ratification of the Conven-
tion for these reasons, and we understand
that affected industries and interest groups
share this view.


